
PEWS 2017: CALL FOR PAPERS 

The theme of the 41st Annual Conference on the Political Economy of the World-System (PEWS) will be 
“Migration in the world-system.” The conference will be held at Texas A&M University (College Station, 
TX, USA) on April 28-29, 2017. Paper proposals (around 500 words) should be sent by October 15, 2016 
to Denis O’Hearn (dohearn@tamu.edu).  

We invite papers on the following themes: 
1) gender, race, ethnicity and migration 
2) political conflict and migration 
3) migration in history from 1492 (or before) 
4) impact of migration on localities (including Texas) 

 

One of the most important processes in the formation and reformation of the world-system is the 

movement of people. In contemporary times, the media is filled with accounts of Syrian migration, 

where nearly five million people have migrated to other countries and more than six million are 

displaced within Syria. In North America, a political campaign is dominated by rhetoric of the dangers 

imposed by migrants from the Global South and East and a perceived “need” to close borders by walls 

and other means. In Europe, a liberalized policy to allow free movement of people among countries 

within the EU is under threat. Of course, this is hardly a new phenomenon but just the latest episode in 

an ongoing history of migration and resistance to migration. The 41st conference of the PEWS section of 

the ASA seeks to examine the role of migration in the changing world-system by examining the following 

themes: 

1) gender, race, ethnicity and migration  
 
A recent issue of the Journal of World-systems Research called for reconceptualizations in how we 
understand the racial or ethnic dimensions of exploitation in the world-capitalist system. 
Transformations in the world capitalist system, it is argued, pose new challenges to Western theories of 
race. The same might be said for theories of gendered dimensions of exploitation and social formation. 
How do gender, race and ethnicity shape the patterns of migration in the world-system? And, in turn, 
how do the gendered and racialized patterns of migration shape the economic institutions, politics, and 
cultures of the places to which people move and from where they move? How does this challenge our 
conceptualizations of gender, race, and ethnicity? 
 
2) political conflict and migration 
 
One of the most persistent features of the world-system is the emergence and re-emergence of wars 
and other forms of conflict and violence. This always causes the displacement of people, as we have so 
recently seen in the mass movements of people within the Middle East and from the Middle East to 
Europe, or from conflicted regions of Central and South America to the North. How are patterns of 
political conflict in the world-system related to the movements of people? And, in turn, how does such 
movement affect the world-economy, the interstate system, and their parts? 
 
3) migration in history from 1492 
How has migration related historically to patterns of change of the capitalist world-system. To what 
extent is population movement patterned or not and does this make a difference in how we understand 



the development of world capitalism and its divisions of labor? How has migration mitigated or 
exacerbated environmental crises and problems associated with maintaining the “four cheaps” of labor-
power, food, energy, and raw materials? Why, despite repeated attempts by governments to regulate it 
and economists to pronounce it “unnecessary” for global accumulation, has migration been so 
persistent? 
 
4) impact of migration on localities such as Texas 

 

One of the most important aspects of migration is the impact it has on the localities or regions to which 

people move. Nowhere is this more obvious than in a region like Texas and the US Southwest, where 

this conference is being held. Among the most obvious changes are those concerning the division of 

labor in and the economic structures of regions such as Texas. But migration also has long term changes 

on the politics of such localities and regions. Texas, for example, is undergoing a rapid demographic shift 

that may completely change its place in US politics. German politics have been profoundly changed by 

generations of migration from places like Turkey and Kurdistan. How have migrations affected regional 

and local divisions of labor in the world-system, as well as the political and cultural transformations of 

those regions? 


